Satraplatin: an orally available platinum analog for the treatment of cancer.
Satraplatin is a novel, orally bioavailable, platinum anticancer drug. Platinum analogs form the mainstay of treatment for a number of cancers, including lung, ovarian, colorectal and head and neck cancer. A disadvantage of the currently marketed platinum analogs is that they must all be administered via intravenous infusion. In addition, their utility is often limited by toxicity, particularly neurotoxicity, ototoxicity and renal toxicity. Satraplatin has preclinical antitumor activity comparable with that of cisplatin and, clinically, has a more manageable side-effect profile. Satraplatin is active in lung, ovarian and prostate cancer, and appears to have good efficacy in combination with radiation for lung and head and neck cancer. Preclinical data suggest it may also be effective for the treatment of certain cisplatin-refractory tumors. A large, randomized Phase III trial is currently evaluating satraplatin in combination with prednisone for the treatment of patients with hormone-refractory prostate cancer whose disease has progressed following prior systemic therapy. Positive results from this trial would support regulatory approval for satraplatin for this indication. The availability of an active oral platinum agent, such as satraplatin, with few of the serious toxicities associated with traditional intravenous platinum compounds makes satraplatin an alternative to other platinum agents and a new treatment option in the oncologist's armamentarium.